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“I will propose a European Green Deal in 
my first 100 days in office”

Ms. Ursula von der Leyen
President-elect European Commission

Priorities of the new 
European Commission

2019-2024
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1. First Climate-Neutral Continent

2. A Just Transition & Sustainable 
Europe Investment Plan

3. Preserving Europe’s Environment
New 

Circular Economy 
Action Plan

President-elect’s political guidelines:

Towards a European Green Deal
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3. Preserving Europe’s Environment



Ms. Ursula von der Leyen
President-elect European 

Commission

Preserving Europe’s
environment
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“I will propose a New Circular 
Economy Action Plan, focusing on 

sustainable resource use, especially 
in resource-intensive and high 

impact sectors such as textiles and 
construction”

“We need to find ways 
to further reduce the 

environmental footprint 
of our production and 

consumption. (…) I will 
be looking at a wide 
range of measures to 

achieve more circularity 
in our economy.”

Mr. Virginijus Sinkevičius
Commissioner-elect for 

Environment and Oceans

A biodiversity strategy

Zero pollution ambition

From Farm to Fork

A new 
Circular Economy 

Action Plan 



WHY A CIRCULAR 
ECONOMY?
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Environment
- inefficient use of resources 

- greenhouse gas and other emissions

- depletion of resources

- impacts on landscape

- water pollution

•Access to raw 
materials

- scarcity or depletion of resources

- future trends

•Societal pressures
- global middle class = 5 billion by 2030

Estimated world population and projections

Why do we need a circular economy?



Global resource 

extraction and 

processing account 

for 50% of global 

greenhouse gas 

(GHG) emissions. 

Remanufacturing and 

comprehensive refurbishment can 

contribute to GHG emissions 

reduction by between 79% and 

99% in appropriate sectors.

Circular economy could cut EU 

emissions from heavy-industry 

by 56% annually by 2050 

Decarbonisation potentials
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2019 Ellen MacArthur Foundation/Material Economics Report



CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
ACTION PLAN 
(2015-2019)
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4+1 key areas
5 priority sectors

54 actions 

Circular Economy Action Plan (2015-2019)



The new rules will make the EU a global leader in 
recycling:

• By 2030, at least 70 % of all packaging waste in 
each EU country should be recycled

• By 2035, all EU countries should recycle at least 65 
% and landfill less than 10 % of municipal waste

There are also recycling targets for specific packaging 
materials:
• Paper and cardboard: 85 %
• Ferrous metals: 80 %
• Aluminium: 60 %
• Glass: 75 %
• Plastic: 55 %
• Wood: 30 %

Waste Management



All plastic packaging will be reusable or recyclable 
(by 2030)

Boost the market for recycled plastics

Actions on single-use plastics and microplastics

Strategic Research Innovation Agenda for Plastics 
(2018) 

Support to multilateral initiatives on plastics

Plastics Strategy



Adopted by EP: March 2019
Council’s vote: April 2019

Different measures for each item 
taking into account:
- consumer behaviour/needs
- opportunities for businesses

Directive on single-use plastics and fishing gear



items with available 
sustainable alternatives promote less harmful 

alternatives:
market bans 

items with no clear alternatives
prevention measures:  
design requirements, 

consumption reduction, 
consumer information

better waste management: 
separate collection, 
extended producer 

responsibility + clean-up



Employment in CE related activities:
• 4 million workers
• 2012-2016: +6%

Recycling and use of recycled
materials = steadily growing

Recycled materials = 12% of
raw material demand

More info

Repair, reuse, recycling:
• €147 billion value added
• €17,5 billion investments

Impacts

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/2995521/9629294/8-04032019-BP-EN.pdf/295c2302-4ed1-45b9-af86-96d1bbb7acb1


INGREDIENTS OF 
SUCCESS
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Systemic approach along entire value 
chains – full life cycle
In some cases, material-wide approach: plastics 
strategy
Single Use Plastic Items Directive & Circular Plastics
Alliance

Strong Stakeholder
Engagement
EU Circular Economy Stakeholder Platform

EU Platform on Food Losses and Food Waste

Circular Economy Finance Support Platform

Ingredients of success (1)



Investing in the transition:
More than €10 billion since 2016

€1.4 billion from Horizon 2020 until 2018 

€7.1 billion from Cohesion Policy 

€2.1 billion European Fund for Strategic Investments and Innovfin

€100 million at least invested through LIFE

Circular Economy - a core priority in next MFF

European Regional Development Fund and Cohesion Fund

Horizon Europe programme

LIFE 

Digital Europe 

Invest EU 

Report on Improving access to finance for circular economy project

Ingredients of success (2)



A NEW ACTION PLAN
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Follow up to the CEAP actions
• Circular products and services 
• Empowering circular consumers
• Implementation of legislation
• Develop markets for secondary raw materials

Pursuing together other systemic transformations
• Using biological resources in a circular way, respecting the ecological 

boundaries and contributing to halting biodiversity loss
• Exploiting the synergies with a climate neutral economy
• Integrating digital transformations (while recognizing other impacts) 
• Reinforcing social and territorial cohesion and balanced distribution of jobs
• Fostering circular and sustainable finances

Circularity in other sectors
• IT, electronics, mobility, built environment, furniture, textile, food and drinks 

Open challenges identified in the Implementation Report



New Circular Economy Action Plan (2020)
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Possible focus
• Circular products and services 

• Empowering circular consumers

• Implementation of legislation

• Develop markets for secondary raw materials

• Sectorial approach (high impact sectors: textiles, construction, 
food, others)

• Stakeholder Engagement

• Monitoring framework



Link to website: http://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/

Submit your own good practices, knowledge, 
strategies and voluntary commitments! 

• Advancing the circular economy concept on the ground
• Strengthening cooperation among stakeholders' networks 

representatives of networks of businesses, civil society and 
local, regional and national public authorities

Stakeholder engagement

http://circulareconomy.europa.eu/platform/


• Increase cooperation between EU and partner countries in the field of 
environmental policy

• Better understanding of the environmental challenges faced by partner countries 

• promote green solutions through business partnerships abroad (matchmaking events 
between European and local entrepreneurs, exchange of views with targeted audiences)

• 2016 (Chile, China)

• 2017 (South Africa, Colombia)

• 2018 (India, Japan, Indonesia)

• 2019 (Mexico, Singapore, Malaysia)
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Circular Economy Missions to Partner Countries



✓ Success Factors:

✓ Business case

✓ Comprehensive approach

✓ Involving stakeholders - Critical mass

✓ On top of the political agenda

Conclusion 



Learn more about the circular 
economy

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-
economy/index_en.htm 


